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From my Houfe in St. James’s Square, 
January 3. 

EING a great Admirer of 
curious Reprefentations 
wherein the Faults an 
Delufions of Princes and 
Priefts are very lively de- 

ferib'd ; lordered my Friends Hell 
and Bates, who are counted pretty 
good Poets, to draw up fome Come- 
dies fuitable to my Fancy.To oblige 
me they fet their Genius to work,and 
perfected two Schemes, which were 
fent to me for my Approbation,Hal’s 
is the beft Playin the Judgment of 
Mr. Rich, who examin’d it. Bares’s 
is a nice Piece, but he has borrow’d 
Were 


thefe Gentlemens Comedies to be 
compar’d one with another, in order 
to put an end to the Difpute about 
the Superiority, I believe Bates’s 


would carry the Caufe; for there 
are feveral witty Turns in his,which 
very much exceed the Jefts of the 
other; nor but thatmany fine ftrokes 
of a. new Invention muft be added 
to the latter, before it can come up 
to the Talte of the prefent Times: 
Forto my Thoughts, the bare com- 
paring of the Prologues and the Plots 
is fufhcient for any Perfon to judge, 
whether a Play is good or bad ; {ince 
he that writes well and defcribes ill 
can never be counted an accom- 
plifh’d Author. Finding, upon due 
Examination, abundance of Errors, 
I fent the Pieces back, and was obli- 
ged to place in their ftead the follow- 
ing Relation, which, in. fome mea- 
fure, may ferve to compenfate for 
the Difappointment I received from 

my very good Friends the Poets. 
Prince Radziwil, a Roman Catho- 
lick,went to Rome to pay his Refpects 
tothe Pope, The Holy Father be 
3P ing 








ing willing to gratifie him for his 
kind Vitit, prefented him, ag his De- 
artur ith a Box full of Reltgks. 
Seine utned home, and the News 
of thofe Relicks {pread abroad,a few 
Morths after fome Monks came to 
this Prince,and told him,there was a 
Man poflets'd with the Devil; that 
the wicked "Spirit had been eonjur’d 
in vain,*and hithesto® all the Exor- 
cifms had proved inefteQtual. They 
bege’d of him that he would lend the 
recsous Relicks he had_ brovghr 
aie Rome. for the Relicf of thar 
poor Man. The Prince readily gran- 
ted their Requeft. The Relicks were 
carried into the Church with a fo- 
lemn Pomp, and a Proceffion of all 
the Monks. At lait they were placid 
upon the Altar, and on the Day a 
pointed an innumerable Multitude 
of People crowded in tofee theShew, 
and after the ufual Exorcifims the 
Relicks were made ufe of. At thar 
very Moment the pretended Devil 
went out of the Bedy of that Man 
with ftrange Geftures and Grimaces. 
Every Body cry’d out a Miracle; 
and the Prince lifted up his Hands 
and Eyes to Heaven, to rcturn 
Thanks that he had brought a thin 
fo holy, and which could do fuc 
mighry Wonders. But fome few 
Days after, as he was fall of Admi- 
tation, and tranfforted with Joy, ex- 
tolling the Virtue of his Relicks ; he 
dea a young Gentleman of his 
oufe, who had the keeping of thar 
Treafure, fmiled,and made fome rich 
Motions, whereby it a sed he 
derided his Difcearfe. T e Prince 
grew angry, afd would needs know 
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the reafon of his Derifion. The Gen- 
theman being affured that novharm 
ould cgmre to him, told the Prince 
-privafe.chat upon his Return from 
Rom: he loft the Box of Relicks, 
which he had the keeping of, and 
not daring to peck of it, . fear of 
being nifh’d, he got one like ir, 
andhll dic wich lieeleBones of Beatts, 
and fuch Tritles as he could ger, 
which were like the Relicks he had 
loft ; fo.chat feeing fo much Hangur 
paid to that vile heap of Filth, and 
even that the Mulricude afcribed to 
it the Virtue of driving away the 
Devil, he had.good reafon to won- 
der at it. The Prince gave Credit 
to what he faid ; bur being willing 
to be more particularly informed of 
the ty fent tor the Monks 
the next Day,and defired them to en- 
oe wherher there was! any other 
oniack who wanted the Afi 
{tance of his Relicks. 
Days afterthey brought him another 
Man pofiefs'd with the Devil, who 
aéted the fame Part with ithe fr 
Impoftor very dexteroully. 
Prince ordered him to be exorciged 
in his Prefence ; but becaule all, the 
Exorcifms that are commonly made 
ufe of on fuch an eecafion proved in- 
effe&ual; he told the Monks he 


The | 





would have that Man {tay in his Pa 
Jace till the next Day, and thet they | 
earn retire, After they were 

e 


to theHands of hic Tarearian Grooms, 
who at brit exhorted him to copfefs | 
the Cheat, as they were order’d to | 
do; but hecaufe he obitinately per- | 
fifted in it with horrid and_ furious [ 

Geftures, 





gone, 
ut the pretended Demoniack in- — 
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Geftures, fix of them laid on him 
with Whips and Scourges, and put 
) him inte fuch a Condition, that he 
> was fore’d toimplore the Prince's 
| Mercy, who forgave him as foon as 
| he had confefé’d the Truth. When 
the Night was over, the Prince fenc 
fur the Monks, in who Prefence 
| the poor Fellow chrew himfelf at his 
Feet, and protefted thar he neither 
was,nor ever had been poflef#’d with 
the Devil; but chat thofe Monks 
had perfwaded him to counterfeit a 
Demoniack, Immediately the Monks 
| defired the Prince not to believe 
what he faid, and told him, that it 
was a Trick of the Devil, who {poke 
| through that Man’s Mouth. But the 
| Prince anfwered, that if his Tartars 
| had been able to force the Devil to 
' tell the Truth, they would be able 
tq extort it from the Mouth of the 
Monks, fo thar the Monks findin 

themfelves prefs’d fo hard, contefe'd 
the Impofture, and faid, that they 
had done it with # pene Intention, 
and to prevent the Progrefs of He- 
refy, t the Prince thank’d God, 
| that he had been pleafed to difcover 
' fuch an Impofture ; and fufpecting 
a Religion which was fupported by 
fuch Diabolical Devices tho’ they 
went by the fine Name of pious 
Frauds) he declared he would no 
longer depend upon any for bis Sal- 
vation, and betook himfelf to the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures for 
hisGuide, with a wonderful Affidu- 
ity ; and having {pent fix Months in 
examining facred Truths, he and 
his whole Family made an open 


Confeffion of the Proteftant Faith, 








From the Grecian Coffec-houfe, 
January 4. 

[? may be thought very unaccoun- 
table, that I who am an Enemy 
to the Theatres fhould encourage 
private Gentlemen to have Plays 
acted in their own Houfés; bur I 
have Yolid Reafons for what I do, 
and though I go not to thofe Enter. 
tainments,I receive Vifits from thofe 
who do, and am mighty well pleas’d 
with the Relations ! have of rhe Per- 
formances. [ doubt not but chat if 
this Practice comes into Fafhion the 
Conxdians of both Houfes mutt foon 
fhut up their Doors and turn Beg- 
gars. A grave Citizen having a 
wanton Wife,three Beautiful Daugh- 
ters, befides two Sifters, and fome 
other Relations of the Female Sex, 
who had been obferved to go out 
every Evening about Five, and not 
return till near Eleven; the good 
Man taking the Cafe into Confide- 
ration, and being fenfible of what ill 
Confequence fach Cuftoms may pro- 
duce, erected a Stage in his own 
Houfe ; and with himfelf, his Book- 
keeper, his three Apprentices, four 
Maids, his Coachman, the Groom, 
and two Footmen, entertain’d the 
reft of the Family.and feveral of the 

Neighbours, cither with a Traged 
or a Comedy, every Night. It 13 
faid they pertorm to that Perfeétion, 
that there is fcarce a Pofture in any 
curious Picture, which they do not 
plant themfelves in, as the different 
Circumftances o; the Story gives oc- 
cafion for it; yet they do not pre- 
fent any thing but what is worthy of 
Praife ; for the old Gentleman isthe 
oe 








Poet, and he writes nothing but 
what tends to the anys of the In- 
genious, and reforming ill Practices. 
He expofes in every Act the Inde- 
cency of Obfcenity,and recommends 
Vertuc. The laft Night's Perfor- 
mance, which was counted but very 
ordinary to the former Entertain- 
ments,confifted of five feveralScenes. 
The firft was the Story of Péryne 
the Courtezan,whb fled toXenocrates 
retending that fome body purfued 
ey and as he had but one Bed in 
the Houfe, fhe entreated the Philo- 
fopher to let her have Part of it, 
which Favour he granted. Then 
fhe made other Demands which 
came to nothing; whence it was,that 
whenthe was ask’dhow things went, 
the anfwer’d, fhe had lain with a Sra- 
tuc, and not with a Man. : 
The fecond Scene was Hipparchus 
meafuring the diftance betwixt every 
tixed Star and the Sun’s Ecliptick, 
which is call’d the Latitude of a Star; 
and making Obfervations that the 
Stars had Motion from Eaft to Weft, 
in Circles exactly parallel to the E- 
quator ; and that the fixed Stars did 
not change their Place, but ferved 
as Rocks in the Sea to point out the 
Courfes of the Ships, which leave no 
Foorlteps oftheir Paflage behind ’em. 
The third Scene was Queen Funo, 
who full of Matronal Gravity and 
Modefty, rook ro hide her Naked- 
nefs a fine Kerchief, long, broad and 
thin, all hemm’d with Gold and Silk 
Fryjnges, with which one of her 
Nymphs wasdeck’d, and put it up- 
on her left Shoulder hanging like a 
Scarf, and tied in aKnot upon her 
right Side; and becaufe the ends 
fluster'd in the Air,and few up whe- 
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ther fhe would or no,by her Moti en 
the held one of her Hands upon her 
Breaft, and the other lower. 

The fourth Scene was Las, who 
defended herfelf one Day very art- 
fully againft Euripides, Euripides, 
with a Pen in his Hand, was going 
to compofe fomething in a Garden. 
Lais {ceing him in that Pofture, ac- 
cofted him, and ask’d him what he 
meant by fome Words he had uftd 
in one of his Tragedies, to denote 
in general a Man who does fithy 
Actions. He was furprized at the 
Impudence of this Queftion, and an- 
fwered her, You your felf are one of 
thofe 1 mean. She tell a laughing, 
and quoted a Verfe in which he 
faid, that an Action was not Althy, 
unlefs he that did it chought ir fo. 

The fifth Scene was a Perfon who 
faid, that Fupiter, whom the Poets 
celebrated, and the Heathens wor- 
fhipped, is nothing bur that great 
fpace wherein we fee fo many Stars ; 
and that Fumo, Sifter and Wife of 
Fupiter, fo jealous, fo haughty and 
powerful, to whom the rgivi and 
other Nations pay {6 many Honours, 
is the Air that encompafles the 
Earth, and gets into the Lungs of 
Animals, and in which the Clouds, 
the Rain, &ec. are tormed. 

If I find that this Entertainment of 
the Old Gentleman’s pleafés the Hu- 
mour of the Town, I thall publith 
at large all his Pieces; bur it isto 
be noted, I can’t begin the Work, 
till 1 have received abundance of 
Sub{fcriptions from Perfons who will 
take in his Plays daily as they come 
out ; for the Charge will very 
great, he holds up every Copy at 
fuch an extravagant Rate. 
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